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Members’ Meetings 


Guadalcanal: A Diver's Diary 


Blenny on Sea Cucumber 


Best known to modern Americans 
as the site of a strategic land and 
naval battle of the Second World 
War, Guadalcanal is now, nearly 
half a century later, a tranquil, 
seldom-visited South Pacific desti- 
nation that provides naturalists 
with an extraordinary opportunity. 
This equatorial island, a part of 
the Solomons archipelago, west of 
the Bismarks and Papua New 
Guinea, consists of a chain of ver- 
dant, lush forests and volcanoes, 
running down to and below sea 
level in a complex network of 
coral reefs separated by deep 
channels and gulfs. Underwater, 
the species diversity is perhaps as 
great as anywhere on Earth. That 
statement is still pending because 
new species of plants and animals 
are being discovered regularly. 

Roy Eisenhardt, the Academy's 
Executive Director, an amateur 
naturalist loaded with cameras and 
scuba equipment, will have just 
returned from an expedition to 
this area, ranging from Iron Bot- 
tom Sound to Kokumughailava. He 


September 11, 2 pm and 7:30 pm, September 12, 7:30 pm 


Roy Eisenhardt 


will share with us his photographs 
and stories of his trip to this 
remote and fascinating region. 


This interesting program will be 
held on September 11 at 2 pm and 
7:30 pm; and on September 12 at 
7:30 pm. Members’ Meetings for 
next month will be held on 
October 9 and 10. 


Juntor Academy 


Junior Academy Classes offer fun 
ways to learn new things about the 
fascinating world of nature. Call 
750-7100 for the new fall schedule. 


Caroline Kopp, CAS 


Tibetan Monks 
Create Butter 
Sculpture at the 
Academy 

Sept. 19 through Oct. 3 


Tibetan Butter Sculpture 


In conjunction with the My Tibet 
exhibit, a group of Tibetan monks 
from the Gyuto Tantric Monastery 
will create a butter sculpture at the 
Academy from September 19 
through October 3. 

The Gyuto Tantric Monastery 
was established in 1474 in Lhasa, 
Tibet. With the Chinese takeover 
of Tibet in 1959, only 100 monks 
escaped to India where they 
reestablished their monastery in 
Bomdila. There are now 260 
monks at the monastery including 
forty youths-in-training who range 
in age from 10 to 15. 

The Gyuto monks are 
renowned for their unique tradi- 
tion of harmonic chant and for 
their mastery of the sacred art of 
butter sculpture. The art of butter 
sculpture comes from the ancient 
tradition of creating beautiful 
offerings to the Buddha. The but- 
ter is colored with pigments, then 
shaped mostly with the monks’ 
bare hands, though wooden tools 
are used to create some details. 

Some sculptures are composed 
entirely of small pieces of butter 
placed in the manner of a pointil- 
list painting. Taller sculptures may 
be as high as three stories. The 
monks will be creating an inspir- 
ing work of art during their two- 
week visit to the Academy. 
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Special Programs 
World Wildlife Fund 


Wildscreen Films 
October 8, 16, 24, 30 at 7 pm. 


The Academy will feature a World 
Wildlife Fund Wildscreen film festival 
during the month of October in the 
Morrison Auditorium. The festival in- 
cludes nine different films covering a 
wealth of diverse subjects from the 
natural world. 


On Tuesday, October 8: Eye of the 
Camel — By following a family with 
their camels on their annual migration 
in the Rub al Khali desert, we are able 
to examine not only the unique adap- 
tations of camels, but also the implica- 
tion for all wildlife of the profound 
effects that the age of oil has brought 
to the central Arabian deserts. (50 mins.) 


® 
WWE 


Here Be Dragons — Crocodiles are 
among the world’s most feared preda- 
tors. The Grumetti River in the 
Serengeti Plain provides a dramatic 
setting to examine the breeding and 
social behavior of these animals. 
(52 mins.) 

* 
On Wednesday, October 16: 


The Secret Life of 118 Green Street — 
And you thought you and your family 
were the only ones living in your 
house! This film shows in magnified 
detail the millions of creatures that 
share your abode, from dust mites to 
bed bugs to the creatures that make 
their home in your eyelashes. (45 mins.) 


The Great Wood of Caledon — 
Known by the Romans as Caledonia, 
this vast area of hill and wood is the 
largest area of continuous old forest in 
Britain and is one of the wildest 
regions in western Europe. The 
gnarled Scots pines, some nearly 300 
years old, support some of Britain’s 
rarest and most elusive creatures. 
(52 mins.) 

* 
On Thursday, October 24: 


Seasons of the Sea — This film ex- 
amines the life cycle of creatures living 
in the mystical world within and sur- 
rounding California’s undersea forests 
of giant kelp. Many of the behaviors 


recorded in this film have never been 
filmed before and some of the animals 
have yet to be described by science. 
(54 mins.) 
The Singing Apes of Khao Yai — This 
is an intimate look at the life of one fa- 
mily of gibbons. It illustrates how the 
quality of the song of a young male 
gibbon will determine his success in 
finding a mate and establishing a new 
territory. But the young male gibbon 
faces another challenge to his survival 
— poaching. (26 mins.) 
Year of the Flame Bird — Seemingly 
devoid of life, in years of exceptional 
rains the lunar landscape of Botswana 
is transformed by the mysterious ar- 
rival of flamingos. These “flame 
birds” must nest and raise young be- 
fore the shallow waters evaporate. 
Then they make a mass exodus to be- 
gin one of the cruelest migrations in 
search for more water. (27 mins.) 

* 
On Wednesday, October 30: 


The Sisterhood — Hyenas have long 
received undeservedly bad press. To 
set the record straight, this film reveals 
some of the most intimate moments 
in the life of Africa's strangest but 
most successful large carnivore — the 
spotted hyena. (49 mins.) 

Queen of the Beasts — Following one 
well-established pride on the plains of 
the Serengeti, this film attempts to un- 
ravel the story of the king of the 
beasts and the role of his queen, the 
lioness. With many aspects of lion so- 
cial behavior never filmed before, this 
story is both fascinating and complex. 
(52 mins.) 

Series tickets for this special screen- 
ing of films are $15 members/$20 non- 
members. Individual tickets are $5 
members/$6 non-members. All pro- 
grams Start at 7:00 pm. Please use the 
convenient form below to order your 
tickets. Call 750-7128 for more infor- 
mation. 


Norman Myers 


Dr. 


Ticket Order Form — WILDSCREEN Film Series 


Series Tickets for all four programs, $15 members/$20 non-members 


____ Tues. Oct. 8, “‘Camel”’ & “‘Dragons,’ $5 members/$6 non-members 
Wed. Oct. 16, ‘“‘Green Street’’ & ‘‘Caledon,’ $5 members/$6 non- 


members 


Thurs. Oct. 24, ‘‘Sea,’ ‘“‘Apes’’ & ‘‘Flame Bird,’ $5 members/$6 non- 


members 
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Academy Travel 
Expedition 
Cruising in 
December 


From the Panama Coast to the 
Maya Coast 
December 28-January 12 


Dr. Kathy Ann Miller will share the 
treasures of Central America 
while cruising on board the 
80-passenger Polaris. Our trip 
commences in the Darien Jungle, 
visiting the Choko Indians; passes 
through the legendary Panama 
Canal; visits the San Blas Islands, 
home of the Cuna Indians; on to 
Costa Rica: themto the Cor Is- 
lands of Nicaragua; into Honduras 
and finally to the spectacular reefs 
of Belize. A post-trip extension 
will take you to Tikal, a United 
Nations World Heritage site famed 
for its Mayan ruins. Priced from 
$4,900 plus $843 airfare. 


Antarctica and the Falkland Islands 
December7-2 5 


Dr. Gary Williams heads south this 
December to lead our “journey of 
a lifetime.’ Experience the ice- 
sculpted beauty of this remote 
continent — blue-hued glaciers, is- 
lands teeming with penguins and 
seals, breathtaking fjords. Our trip 
begins in Chile’s fascinating capital 
city, Santiago. Embark the World 
Discoverer in the world’s 
southernmost town of Puerto Wil- 
liams and, weather permitting, 
land at the very tip of South 
America — Cape Horn. Sail histor- 
ic Drake Passage to the Antarctic 
Peninsula where wildlife abounds. 
We'll continue to the isolated Falk- 
land Islands where the indigenous 
animals show little fear of humans. 
Priced from $6990 plus $1500 
airfare. 


Special * * Free* * Special* * Free 


A special, free slide presentation 
on our upcoming Tibet, Nepal and 
Bhutan trip (April 27-May 17, 1992) 
will take place Thursday, October 
3 at 7:30 in Oceans Hall. Call 
750-7222 for slide show reserva- 
tions and information on all travel 
programs. 


Academy Research 


Dr. Ed Ross 


The Webfooted Gecko 


Dr. Ed Ross, Department of Ento- 
mology, was the recent recipient 
of an award for “excellence in 
educational journalism,’ presented 
by the Education Press Associa- 
tion of America. This honor was 
awarded for the article “Willie 
Webfoot,’ featured in the Ranger 
Rick magazine of the National 
Wildlife Federation. The article 
describes the life of a webfooted 
gecko in the Namib Desert of Afri- 
ca and uses Dr. Ross’ striking pho- 
tos to illustrate the story. 


oo * * * * * 
The Entomology Dept. has been 
awarded a new five-year grant for 
over one million dollars from the 
Biosystematics Research Resources 
Program of the National Science 
Foundation. This is one of the 
largest grants ever awarded from 
this program at NSF. These funds 
will be used for: a curatorial up- 
grade and inventory of the pinned 
portion of the insect collection, 
the incorporation of several or- 
phaned collections from other in- 
stitutions, and the processing of 
new specimens from several im- 
portant expeditions. 


Do You Have a Nest 
Egg to Protect? 


CAS Archives 


Gannet On eggs 


Your nest egg is your estate and 
includes all of the assets you have 
carefully gathered during your life- 
time. Protecting it from inflation, 
from income and estate taxes, and 
from management problems in 
case of illness is difficult. To help 
you answer timely questions 
about estate planning and financial 
management, the Academy is 
presenting a free, special seminar 
just for members. 

The speakers, Scott Thomas, 
J.D, and F.aBarelay Pearson, )2,; 
are experts in estate planning and 
administration, and partners in the 
law firm of Brobeck, Phleger and 
Harrison. Joining them will be 
Carol Pollock, the Academy’s 
charitable trust consultant, and 
Jerry Kay, the Academy’s Media 
Specialist. 

Dont miss this special educa- 
tional program on October 30 
from 4:30-6:30 pm. Call 750-7126 
for reservations and details. 


Ticket Order Form 


_.__ September 19 “*Dr. Jansen and Costa Rica,’ 7:30 pm 


_____ September 26 ‘‘Arlene Blum and the Himalayas,’ 7:30 pm 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| Name 

| Address 

| oT Gheah Semme eee Re e219) 
aytime phone 

| Daytime ph 

| Lechuire: 

| 

| 

| 


$5 member tickets 
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Printed on recycled paper. 


Please send your check payable to 
the California Academy of Sciences 
and a self-addressed, stamped 


envelope to: 
The Special Programs Office 


California Academy of Sciences 
Golden Gate Park 
San Francisco, CA 94118 


$7 non-member tickets 
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Lecture 
The Academy and the 
San Francisco 
Zoological Society 
present: | 
Managing 
Tropical 
Biodiversity for 
Fun, Survival 


and Profit” 
September 19, 7:30pm 


Dr. Daniel Janzen, Professor of 
Biology at the University of Penn- 
sylvania, helped create the 
Guanacaste National Park in Costa 
Rica. He also helped establish 
INBio, an organization which 
seeks to inventory Costa Rica’s 
vast biological diversity so that it 
can be saved, understood and uti- 
lized. In this lecture, he llexamine 
Costa Rica’s innovative approach 
to conserving the resources of its 
rainforest. 

Tickets for this lecture are $5 
for members/$7 for non-members. 


Please use the coupon to order 
your tickets. Call 750-7128 for 
more information. 


Lecture 


“Across the 
Himalaya and 


Beyond” 
September 26, 7:30 pm 


As a woman adventurer, Arlene 
Blum has explored uncharted ter- 
ritory and has also expanded the 
Opportunities for more women to 
venture Out into challenging ter- 
rain. She has authored several 
books including Women in High 
Places and Annapurna, A 
Woman's Place. 

Her lecture on September 26 at 
7:30 in the Morrison Auditorium 
will focus on two different treks: 
one across the Great Himalayan 
Traverse and the other with her 
child across the Alps. Tickets are 
$5 for members/$7 for non- 
members. Please use the coupon 
to order your tickets. Call 
750-7128 for more information. 


Printing and typography by Graphic Arts of Marin, Inc. 


Lecture Series 


“Exploring the Universe” 


Morrison Planetarium’s “Exploring 
the Universe’ series begins the 
third year of lectures with astron- 
omers and planetary scientists 
from Bay Area research institutes. 


The Series starts on Monday, 
September 23, with Dr. Donald 
Devicenzi, Deputy Chief, Space 
Sciences Division, NASA/Ames 
Research Center. Dr. Devicenzi has 
been involved in NASA’s reach for 
“Life in the Universe.” He will dis- 
cuss the current theory of how life 
Originated on Earth and whether 
life may exist elsewhere in the so- 
lar system. 


On Tuesday, October 22, Dr. 
Hyron Spinrad, Professor of As- 
tronomy, UC Berkeley, will pro- 
vide “A Glimpse at Modern 
Extragalactic Astronomy. 


New Publication 


The first editor of Pacific Discov- 
ery, Don Greame Kelley has been 
remembered in a recently pub- 
lished book. Mr. Kelley was the 
editor of Pacific Discovery from 
1947-1961, and he also designed 
the-eurient version of the: “Bear: 
California State flag. This special 
book was privately printed in an 
edition of 150 copies and costs 
$31.50. Please contact the Acade- 
my Archives at 750-7122 for more 
information. 


On Tuesday, November 12, Dr. 
Len Tyler of the Center for Radar 
Astronomy will present “Visions 
of Venus: Magellan’s Mission to 
Earth 5 Sister Planet, the latest 
views of Venus as observed by the 
Magellan spacecraft. 


On Tuesday, December 17, Dr. 
Cynthia Cattell, Senior Fellow, 
Space Sciences Lab, UC Berkeley 
will speak on “Aurora Borealis: On 
Earth and the Outer Planets.” 


All programs begin at 7:30 pm 
in the Planetarium. Tickets are $2 
each. To order tickets, please mail 
the form below, along with a 
check payable to “Morrison 


Planetarium” and a self-addressed, 


stamped envelope to: “Universe,” 
Morrison Planetarium, California 


Academy of Sciences, San Francis- 
co, CA 94118. 

Tickets are $2 at the door ona 
standby, first-come, first-served ba- 
sis. For ticket information, please 
call 750-7129. 


“Exploring the Universe” 


Name 

Address 
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Volunteers Needed 


Volunteer Services is looking for 
new volunteers to help out at the 
Academy’s Information Desk. 
We're seeking individuals with 
bilingual skills, who enjoy dealing 
with the public, and have half-days 
available on the weekends. If 
you re interested in informing our 
visitors about the wonders of the 
Academy, call 750-7154. 


Planetarium 
Sky Shows 


Morrison Planetarium’s current 
feature show “Death Stars and 
Dragon Tales” goes the way of 
most dinosaurs on September 8th. 
That’s the last day to explore the 
many theories scientists propose 
to explain the sudden disappear- 
ance of those “terrible lizards.” 

Thenext show, “Weathier-of the 
Worlds,’ opens on September 
20th and runs through December 
Ist. See how the solar system is 
teeming with climatic activity, 
from dust storms on Mars to the 
hurricane-like storms of Jupiter's 
Red Spot. 

The feature show is presented at 
2. poe dailyeamed ac 2-3. -and 4 
pm on weekends. Call 750-7141 
for more information. 


Solar Eclipse 


Caroline Kopp, CAS 


Jerry Kay with Bing Quock 


On July llth, many Academy 
members traveled to Oaxaca, Mex- 
ico to experience one of the solar 
system’s most awesome events, a 
total solar eclipse. This group, led 
by Lonny Baker, Education Coordi- 
nator of the Morrison Planetarium, 
watched the Moon slowly creep 
ever the face,of the,Sim: At. 1:26 
pm, the sunlight flickered out and 
day became night for six minutes. 
Here in San Francisco, many 
people came to the Academy to 
see the partial eclipse under sur- 
prisingly sunny skies. Telescopes 
were set up in front of the Herbst 
Portico entrance and the changing 
images of the eclipse were project- 
ed onto screens. Bing Quock, As- 
sistant Chairman of Morrison 
Planetarium, was the man of the 
hour, providing commentary to the 
local and national press, and talk- 
ing to the public with Jerry Kay. 


Traditional Arts 


Explore the cultures of other 
lands with the Academy’s Tradi- 
tional Arts Programs. These pro- 
grams are held on Saturdays at 1 
pm in Wattis Hall of Human Cul- 
tures or Morrison Auditorium and 
are free after general admission. 
These programs are sponsored by 
a generous grant from the Paul L. 
and Phyllis Wattis Foundation. For 
more information, call 750-7142. 
Our programs this month are 
coordinated with City Celebra- 
tion’s Summer Festival in Golden 
Gate Park. After attending the 
Academy’s Traditional Arts presen- 
tation, audiences can move out- 
side into the Concourse adjacent 
to the museum and attend a relat- 


~ed performance. 


September 7 — The Ranganiketan 
troupe demonstrates the music 
and dance styles of Manipur in the 
northeastern Himalayan region of 
India, explaining the religious and 
emotional significance of the mus- 
ic in the context of Manipuri folk- 
life. The group will play the 
moibung (conchshell trumpet), 


Free First Wednesday 


The Academy celebrates Latino 
Heritage at the Free First Wednes- 
day evening program on Septem- 
ber 4. Come to the Cantina Cafe 
for a light supper of Mexican food 
and enjoy Brazilian music and 
dance with Corpo Santo in African 
Halk, Avehe Science in Action 
booth, Dr. Pablo Garcia, a physiol- 
ogist at UC San Francisco, discuss- 
es his work studying brain 
function and also talks about the 


the dhol, pung, and dholok 
drums, the stringed pena, and the 
kortals (hand cymbals), and show 
how each one is played. Following 
the demonstration, the artists per- 
form in the bandshell. 


September 14 — Tziganya Balalai- 
kas, an ensemble of four balalaika 
musicians, perform a medley of 
Russian folk songs. This is fol- 
lowed by musical performances in 
the bandshell, including the Bar- 
bary Coast Cloggers, a capella 
singing, improvisational theater 
and an accordion orchestra. 


September 21 — Members of Wise 
Fool Puppet Intervention will bring 
their 8 to 12-foot puppets into the 
museum and explain how they are 
constructed and how the figures 
are manipulated from inside their 
gigantic frames. After the presenta- 
tion, visitors are invited to select a 
puppet and join the group in City 
Celebration’s special procession 
through the Concourse. 


September 28 — No program. 


September 4, 5-9 pm 


demands of being a Latino scien- 
tist. The Discovery Room will be 
open, as well as the Biodiversity 
Center and the Concert Under the 
Stars in Morrison Planetarium. 
Make your own Mexican mask in 
an art activity for children and 
adults. It’s all happening from 5-8 
pm. These programs are funded 
through a generous grant from the 
Bernard Osher Foundation. 


Adult Education 


Light, Land and Sea: 
Photographing Salt Point 


The California coast is famous for 
spectacular scenery and remarka- 
ble diversity. Salt Point is one of 
its quiet, unassuming gems. The 
photographic opportunities are 
endless with strangely colored and 
weirdly eroded formations at the 
water’s edge; miles of meadow 
and bluff; and forests of ever- 
greens. The pre-trip slide lecture 
will review choices of technique, 
design, film and equipment, and 
the course is for photographers of 
all levels. Call 750-7098. 


Pre-trip meeting: Sept. 5, 7-10 pm 
Field Trip: Sept. 12-15 

Post-trip meeting: Sept. 23, 7-10 pm 
Cost: $150 members/$175 non- 
members (Includes instruction 
and campground fees. Nearby 
lodging also available.) 


Prehistoric Archaeology of the 
Mammoth Lakes Area 


The prehistoric sites of the Eastern 
Sierra near Mammoth Lakes offer 
unique views of obsidian quarries 
and rock shelter areas used by 
early humans. We'll learn about 
obsidian flaking as well as the fine 
art of atlatl and dart throwing. Day 
hikes will be two to three miles 


Evelyn Zarchy Miller 


each, at elevations up to 9,000 feet. 


Field Trip: September 12-15 

Cost: $175 members/$200 non- 
members. (Includes lodging at 
Sierra Nevada Inn and box lunches.) 


Call 7350-7003. 
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Calendar of Events The Academy Store 
September 


Regular Academy hours resume, 10-5 pm 
Free First Wednesday, until 8 pm 
Lecture and Booksigning, “Galen Rowell and My 
TMpeEG 7:50 pm 
7 Traditional Arts, 1 pm 
11 Members’ Meetings, 2:00 and 7:30 pm 
12 Members Meeting, 7:30 pm 
14 Traditional Arts, 1 pm 
19-Oct. 3. Tibetan Monks create butter sculpture 
19% Lecture, “Dr Janzen and Costa Rica, -Y:a0yom 
20 New Sky Show opens in Planetarium 
21 Traditional Arts, 1 pm 
23 “Universe” series, 7:30 pm 
26 Lecture, “Arlene Blum and the Himalayas,’ 7:30 pm 


tschwager, CAS 


Susan Middleton/David 


Galen Rowell with the Dalai Lama at the Academy 
October 


World Wildlife films, 7:30 pm Galen Rowell will be autographing bis book My 
Members’ Meetings, 2:00 and 7:30 pm Tibet after his lecture on September 5th. The Store 

‘ ; = ¥ will be selling the books as well as the new, 1992 
Membets MEGUNE: ol pn My Tibet Calendar. If you cannot attend the lecture, 
World Wildlife films, 7:30 pm you may still order an autographed copy by calling 
Universe: series,:,/:50.pm the Store at 750-7330. The autographed books sell 
World Wildlife films, 7:30 pm for $35 and the calendar for $9.95. 
Financial Seminar, 4:30-6:30 pm 


